was born that made out of a tiny Margraviate one of the most
powerful Empires the modern world has known. And now a
Prussian General, using stupid^ words like 'insolvency5 and
'bankruptcy' and 'squandering public money* and 'settlements
for ex-soldiers' proposed to dispossess landowners indebted to
to the public purse. The landlords in their thousands be-
leaguered Hindenburg's palace and his manor at Neudeck,
through their emissary Oldenburg-Januschau and others.

Schleicher allowed the newspapers to publish a little of the
report. After his downfall it vanished into a Hitlerist pigeon-
hole, never to be heard of again. The great landowners
remained comfortably sitting on their estates and loudly
applauded the vociferous campaign against Socialist, Marxist
and Jewish corruption with which the Nazis ushered in their
rule over Germany.

Schleicher was doomed. The only question was, who
should succeed him. Papen was still Hindenburg's favourite,
and Papen, smarting at his overthrow by Schleicher, longing to
revenge himself on the man who had made and unmade him
Chancellor, was in touch with Hitler. He still hoped for some
arrangement which would give himself the possibility of putting
the brake on Hitler, even if he became Chancellor. But his
dominant ambition was revenge on the traitor Schleicher.

Thus the famous meeting came about, on January 8th, 1933,
between Papen and Hitler at the house of the banker von
Schroder in Cologne. It was arranged by Joachim von
Ribbentrop, the political champagne merchant who thus
staked such a claim on Hitler's gratitude that he later became
Ambassador and Foreign Minister. Here at last, Papen
agreed to recommend Hitler to Hindenburg for the Chancellor-
ship. In return Hitler pledged his word not to break the
Constitution. If he took any liberties, that is, he was to be over-
thrown by the President and Papen. With the simple faith
that is more than Norman blood Papen came away, well
satisfied. He did not know, or had forgotten, how Mussolini in
Italy was also in appearance the prisoner of a majority of elder
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